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The holidays are over fomdnile and things will be
more normal.A new yearbrings new thoughts,
resolutions, and optimism. Some of us make well
intentioned resolutions; however, often end up
breaking them. I hope that each of you will resolve
to try and become friends with one of our new
THLU members.In addition, | along with Marque
Mooney, Membership Chair, hope that each of you
will resolve to try and recruit a new member into
our unitin 2011.

Growth in unit numbers isot the main objective.

A new member brings so much more to our unit
than jus another number or just another friend. A
new member brings his/her vast knowledge,
experience, background, beliefs, ideas] a
opinions. These are tyuneeded to help improve
our unit and make it a much stronger and more
productive unit. | have oftesaid to others when
describing THLU that we are an extremely diverse
group of individuals with widely different
backgrounds, experiences, beliefs, and life styles.
think this is the reason that our unit is ndfeng
and is not insch a decline asmany of the other
WBCCI units within Region 9 antthe nation are.

Some people think that a club or group should be
uniform. In my ojmion such uniformity will end up
spellingdoom, disaster, and boredom for that
particularorganization | feel the ony things that
should be uniform are: (1) that we own and share
an nterest in an Airstream produ¢®) that we
appreciate and enjdyavel,camping,and the
wonders of this world(3) that we care about
respect, ad appreciate the camaradeaap(4) that
we enjoy a good time.

In my former job, | always made a cartive and

Website: http://thlu.org

calculated effort to hiraot only the smartest bthe
most diverse and eclectic staff that | could.
discoveredhat such a staff would be much more
productive, creativeard collegial;thus, makinghe
workplace morevibrant, innovative, productive, and
fun---yes, workplaes can be fun. | feel that this
same thingan hold true for THLU @ad WBCCI. |
find myself energized by the ideas and suggestiofs
that members bring. dm excited to see Frank
Saenz assume the ra&Activity Chair, a newly
created committedor our unit. Frank is a young
man fairly new not only to our unit but to RVing.
The few times that | have communicated with himy, |
have been energized by notwywsbme of his ideas
but more importantly by his level of énisiasm and
commitment. Such enthusiaspcommitmentand
optimism are extremelpositive and can be very
contagious.Don 6t t hink danthat |s
optimismcan only be found in the young have
seen members well past my age, more algtive
engaged, and ergized than myselfhey, too, rub
off on those around thenit is my hope that more
THLU members will becomeven more active,
engaged, and energizedtire unit, its activities, and
in WBCCI in2011.

We are blessed with so mu@nd we have such
opportunities. | feel very confident that THLU will
not only remain a vibrant unit, but that it will
inspire others and become even more important dnd
enjoyable for all of its members in 201lddawell
into the future.

I look forward to fun, fellowship, and adventure fo
all THLU members in this New Year!
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Caravan Departs January 24

All THLU members are encouraged to attend the
Mid-Winter IBT Rally which will be held at the
Richard Borchard Regional Fairgrounds in
Robstown, Texas, January-28. As of the first of
January, only five motions exist for consideration
by IBT; howeve, se\eral more may bapproved
including our unit maon.

Our THLU caravan to IBT will depart on Monday
January 24. We shall meatCamping World
located at 3891-85S, New Braunfels at 9:30 with
departure from Camping World by 10:00. (From |
35S take exil93 and then continue south on the
Frontage Road to Camping World. Frof89N

take exit 193 and turn left to cros8% and then

turn left (South) on the Frontage Road to Camping
World.) We shall have lunch around 11:20 in

Pl easant on
Street; or at Don Jesus Restaurante at 1501 3
Street. We should park at the fairgrounds in

Robstown around 3 with happy hour at 4:30. Please
let me know if you plan to join us for the Caravan to

| BT so we wonodot dwathpatr t
you--- eharv@msn.coror 512/6330380.

As of this time, the members who have indicated
that they will be attending IBT include: Harvey &
Gail Craig, Myron & Kathryn Fischer, Willard &
Linda Fischer, Jim and JenHaddavay, Arcell
Mayton,Jimmy & Marque Mooneyand perhaps
Stuart and llene Wetterschneider. Please let me
know---- eharv@msn.coror 512/6330380 if you
aregoingto attend h e T e x a sMidonted
IBT Rally even if you are not going to be on our
caravan.

As of the first part of January, onfiye (5) motions
havebeen approved for the IBT. The motions
include: (1) add the immediate past Region
President to the governing bodies of thgion; (2)
limit unnecessary front end cost expenditures for

international rally until a reasonable estimate of the
number of attendees can be determined; (3) approve

a unit flag for the Georgia Unit; (4) dissolve the
Genealogy intra club; (5) to be suhat the
chairman of th&onstitutionand Bylaws

Committee follows procedures with a requirement

e iBardeeue at 3082 Mc

of the Constitution and ByLaws Committee to writ
a report to Headquarters for a motion made by
Region 11 by March 20, 2010.

Region 9President C. C. Garriamhas been
working to get Texas Highland LakEkit motion
that was made by John Irwiseconded by Judy
Hazenand passed at ouray Business Meeting
added. This motiodeals with the selection dfi¢
Nominating Committee. As of this time, it looks
very promising thathe THLU motion will be
approved and presented by Region 9 at IBT.

In addition, Region 11 and the Denver Colorado
Unit areworking to getits motion that was
unanimouslypassed byhe Denver Colorado Unit
and then unanimously passedaliyunits of Region
11 presented aBIT. This motion changes how
bylaws and policies are revieweddsaudited by
placing the responsibility upon the WBCCI
Delegates and nd¢ihe Board of Trustees. This
Bld prgedy the fact that the Board of Trustees
now ha the power t@reate bylaws and then
determine if those bylaws are consistent with its
given constitutional authority which in effect allow,
the Board of Trustees teview and audit its own

C gﬁ,iﬁiﬁqcym Pd‘fecw%npsp, gccuracy, and

appropriataess of actin. Under this motion, the
Board of Trustees still has the right to create byla
and policy; however, those bylaws and policies
would be reviewed and audited by the WBCCI
Delegates.

Apparently, Region 11 has encountered difficulty
with the Constitution and ByLaws Committee in
getting its motion moved forwdrfor IBT. In my

6 E2Hion, thisis the reason for Region 11 passing

motion # 5 (as noted abova.this articlg.

The February THU Newsletter will have a

summary of the acti@taken at the IBT as well as &

report on the rally.

McKinney Falls State Park Campout is
February 18-20

THLU first no-host campout will be held at
McKinney Falls State Park in Austin on February
1820whichi s Pr esi dent 0s
twelve sites were reserved aindse araowfilled;
however,the parkindicated inJanuary that istill
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had 18 sites open for reservations. If you are WBCCI Membership Falls
interested in attending pleasetgdhe State of

Texas Parksvebsite(www.tpwd.state.tx.Usto With the national economy and the iease of

make a reservation call the park directly at: WBCClI dues, it was expected tHABCCI
512/2431643. membershipvould fall. WBCCI membershipas
fallen off from 2010. In 2010, national membershjp
stood ab,881 and so far this year it stands at 5;4867
--a loss of 414 members which represents a 7%
Hecrease.

The Park has some 744 acres smthmed for

Thomas F. McKinney, who came to Texas in the
ear |l y 1820 0K Austin.t Anound i881p h e
McKinney came to Travis County and started a race

Porse farmc.l tl;:e ?wtltﬂa larg(?”tm%ry home,stone q In addition, WBCCI currently has five units that dg
ences, and the first iour mill In In€ areéa. Freserved i n5ye the required ten members to continue ag. a

ihn t hfﬁ. P a;]r K adr e the ruin tnit; these thlts ncldds: dedt Pekal Onit, s&h rl
theruins of his evn homestead. Fernando Valley, South Georgia, Appalachian U
of West Virginia, and Monterey Bay California.
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Activities of the park include camping, hiking,

mountain biking, road biking, fishing, and wildlife WBCCI regionsand unis areasked to double up on
observation. The points of interest that can be their memb drivesMarque Moo is our

. ) _ shi e

found in the park includggipeqBekinemeet foRAghhs 2

the gris t mi | 1" ,abir, upger félla r s e in tohtcling Bw Afrstreafh owners as well as

lower falls, bouldering rocks, a beach area, rock MAL members of WBCCI to share with them

shelter trail and the Smith Visitor Center that has reasons why they should consider joining Tesas

hands on exhibits, a native wildscape, and a scenic Highland Lakes Unit. Pleasemeanber securing

overlook of the upper falls. new members is every mem

not just our membership chairman. 8ee to carry

. : extra membership packets with you in your

Big Bend and Ru'doso Caravans Airstream as you travel around. Marque may be

Become Sanctioned Caravans contacted atmarquemooney@gmail.coar on her
cell at: 254/592%5245.

Both ofthe THLU caravans have been sanctioned

as official WBCCI Unit caravans for 2011. The

Davis Mountains/Big Bend Caravan number is U Want to Improve Your Computer

392 and the Ruidoso New Mexico Caravan number  Skills ? Consider Region 9 Computer

is U-393. As of this monthVBCCI has sanctioned Rally February 27 - March 4 at NTAC
only four unitcaravans and no regionalraaans for

2011. ClearlyWBCCI units and regions need to Region 9 will be presenting a Computer Rally

work on organizing more caravans. February 27 March 4, 2011 held at the North

, : . : T Airstream Community in Hillsboro, T .
The Davis Mountains/Big Bend Caravan in dar exas Alrstream Community in Hillsboro, Texas

is full; however,| have none listed on standby. The
Ruidoso New Mexico Caravan in @bier currently
still has eight (8) openings. If you are interested in
this caravan, mail in a registration form.
Registration forms as well as information about the
caravan can be found on our website

www.THLU.orgund €ar évanso. The rally fee will include five lunches at thill
College Cafeteria which hasaade variety of food
choices In addition there will be instruction in
Word/Pages, PowerPoint/Keynote, Excel/Numbels,
Skype, Adobe Photo Shop Elemeraisd other
topics that will be announced later.

Jack OAtre and Donna Scott will provide the
leadeship for this rally which will offebboth Mac
and PC instruction. Thelty will start with a

b e g i :ctasgsm Sunday February 2'at 3:00
p.m.
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A fAcel ebr aisplaomedfor proday| u c k
evening. The rally fee is $30.00 per person and one
cannot beat the parking fee of $15.00 per night.

The rally is limited to 40 participantsso RSVP to
hold a spot to Donna Scott alcs5641@gmail.com
or 2542050507.

Remember to Register for the QUnder
the Stars in Big Country 6Region 9
Rally, March 28 -April 2 ~ Harvey Craig

If you still have not registered for the Region 9
Rally which will be held at the Taylor County Expo
Center in Abileneyou need tamail a registation
form which may be obtained frothe Region 9
websiteto Willard Fischer, Region 9 Treasurer.
The cost of the rally is $50 per adult, or $40 per
adult for Friday arrival, or $30 per adult for
Saturday arrival. The parking cost is $20 per day
per rig The rally fee includes: 3 breakfasts, 3
dinners, entertainment, and activities. The Taylor
County Expo Center has electricity and water with
dump sites.

THLU will have a caravan departing on Sunday,
March 27 going to the rally with arrival at the
fairgrounds before noon on Monday, March 28.
The Caravan will spend one night in trea of
Hamilton, Stephenville, or Santo. Look for more
information concerning this caravan in the February
Newsletter.

........ Harvey Craig

Keep Your Airstream Fresh Water
System Fresh~ Harvey Craig

As |l prepareth®r i ver 6 s foHlemavis o 0 k

Mountains/Big Bend Caravan, | thght that a good
article for thisNewsletter might be on how to keep
your Air st r e astetd$rest.Mapys h
people use their fresh water systems and water
pumps instead of being hooked directly tocal
water supply for more water presswaadmore
importantlyto be sure that they know the qiyalof

the water that they are consuming anahgsvhile

in their Airstream.RV Parks often have their own
water supply and vary as to the quality of the water

W 34né€ BasicSs¥éps that you can use to sanitize your

that they provide. In addition, often city water
systems may have water which is heavy in minerals
and which does not taste good.

Proper carand regular maintenance of your fresh
water system is important and necessary to
safeguard your health. It is something that may be
ignored; howevelit is something that should not
be. The following are a few suggestions and basic
essentials for mainit@ng a safe and trouble free
fresh water system in your Airstream.

e Always usea separate fresh water fill s
designed specifically for drinking water.

e Once your fresh water hose is dry on the
inside and not in use, connect the ends of jhe
hose togetheto keep dirt out.

e Before you fill your fresh water tank, know
your water source. Many RV Parks have
their own water systems and vary as to the
quality of the water. Itis a good idea to
keep bottled water in your trailer to serve as
a backup.

e |tis a gmd idea to use a water filter for youf
fresh water both when filling your fresh
water tank and when you connect your
trailer to a fresh water intake.

¢ You should also be sure to change the water
filter depending upon use; however, at leagt
once a year. &nember that filters will
remove contaminates; however, they will
not purify your water.

e In addition, if your galley faucet has a filter
be aire and change this filtat least once a
year.

e Empty your fresh water tank when not using
your Airstreamfor more than three or four
weeks at a time.

e Sanitize your water systermncluding your
fresh water fill hoses-before initial use and
every six months when in use, and also after
extended periods of neuse. If you camp in
a warm climate, you may need togeze
your fresh water tank more often.

Al r s tsfreslawai@r tank include the following:

e Drain your tank.

e Prepare a chlorine solution by mixing a
guarter cup of liquid household bleach with
agallon of waerfor each 15 gallons of
fresh water tank capacity. If you have a 30
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gallon fresh water tank, you should mix a
half cup of bleach to two gallons of water.

e Turn off allthe faucets and close #fie
drain valves. Pour the solution of bleach
and water into the fresh water tank.

e Fill the fresh water tank the remainder of
the way with fresh water.

e Turn on the water pump and open all

faucets one at a time to remove air from the

lines. Once the water begins to flow
steadily, turn each faucet off.

¢ Refill the fresh water tank with water and
let stand for 3 to 6 hours.

e Drain your fresh water system by opening
all faucets (with the water pump on) as well
as opening the fresh water tank drain valve
while flushing the system with quality
drinking water.

e Continue flushing the system, allowing the
water to flow for several minutes.

e Close theank drain valve and all of the
faucets. Refill the fresh water tank with
drinking quality water.

Following these steps can prevent problems and
provide you with asafe fresh water system.

| suggested that you consider using a water filter not

only when you fill your fresh water tank but when
you are connected to a fresh water source. That
raises the question as to what filter system to use.
Each individual proably has his own opinion. |
have found thagjenerallyas theprice of the filter

systenraisesso does its benefits. Clearly, a carbon

filter will provide good tasting water; however, |
personally prefer thelydro Life WaterFilter

System The replacenm filters are more expensive
than plain carbon filters; however, this filieses a
patented KDF media in conjunction with granular
activated charcoal (GAC) to provide a superior
filtering system. This type of filter helps to control
bacteria growth. filters out: aluminum, arsenic,
bad taste, bacteria, barium, cadmium, chlorine,
chromium 11l & VI, endrin, hydrogen sulfide, iron,
lead, lindane, mercury, methoxychlor, odor, radon,
selenium, Sil Vex 2, 4% 5-TP, toxaphene. 2 &-D
Pesticide,and HI M6 s .

Related to fresh water use are questetmsut the
need to use a water pressure regulator wioen
Airstream product isonnected to a fresh water

source. Generally, if your Airstream product was
manufacturedbefore 1989, you should ALWAYS
usea pressure regulator. Airstream started putting
in water presure regulators in all of itgoducts in
1989. Airstream pressure regwles from 1989 to
2000 regulat@ressure to 50 PSI; however, starting
in 2000, Airstream started using regulatorsallrof

its units that regulatpressure to 65 PSI because o
customers wanting more water pressure in their

trailers while hooked up to water. If your Airstreamm

was manufactured in 1989 tioe present 2011, you
should noiheed a water pressure regulator
comected to a fresh watsource.

Options Exist for Converter/Charger
Replacements- Stuart Wetterschneider

Most nonvintage Airstreams have a converter/

charger to convert th&10v(volts) thatis provided
to the Airstream wheme

vV e

power. The converter/charger, as the name impljes

changes (or converts) 110v to 12v for devices in
Airstream requiring such power, aitcalso charge
the trailerdos 12v batt

For the last few years Jackson Center has bEen

installing Parallax 7355 converter/chargers. Th
Parallax series 7300 converter/charger is either

he

er

on

or off. Either it is charging the batteries or not, aphd

this can often have negative consequences for
batteries.

the

The Parallax converter/charger can be replaced with

a muti-stage unit and as you would guess there

are

several different companies, including Xantrex ahd

lota, making multistage converter/chargers.

Multi-stage converter/chargers have three stages
The first stagebulk, is a constant current mode th
replaces 80% of the b
charger applies its maximum output current as
battery voltage rises. When the battery volt
reaches a predetermined absorption volt
operation switches to the second stage.

The second stagabsorption, is a constant voltage

t
tt

he

e

mode and replaces the remaining 20% capacity. The

charger voltage is held steady while the current fa
as the battery approaches full charge.

lls



SPECIAL UPCOMINEBRUARBIRTHDAY S

Dale Burger 02/04
Jean Beebe 02/05
Shirley Fleming 02/05
Zee Sharpe 02/06
Bobbi Tetzlaff 02/06
lota DLS 55 multistage Converter/ S.he”a Young 02/10
Charger in spacgreviously Jim Whitworth 02/11
occupiel bythe Parallax 7355. Myrna Guidry 02/13
Marilyn McClanahan 02/16
The charger voltage is lowered and held constant at Dorothy McCoppin 02/18
a safe value of 13.5 volts DC, whighevents the Harvey Craig 02/20
battery fom beingovercharged, while allowing the Don Bell 02/24

charger to supply enough current to maintain the
battery at a full state

Reminders (Contact Harvey Craig at
The Xantrex and lota mulstage converter/chargers  eharv@msn.conor 512/633 -0380 for more
sell for about $200. information or reservations):

replacement kit for the series 7300 that will  NewBraunfels for IBT in Robstown

essentially turn it into a-8tage charging device for

about $200. Mon-Fri, January 24€8: Mid-Winter IBT Rally in

: : . _ Robstown
There are alsdevices that will provide information

inregards to what the AijeShebrfad I Uit LU btlSGuth Lddy AT

actually doing. For example, the Trimetric 2025 |ycated at US 290 & Brodie Lane
will show the flow of energy in or out of your

batteries in amps or watts. It costs about $I8 Fri-Sun, February 120: THLU McKinney Falls
Voltminder, costing bout $30 will show voltage President 6s Day Winter
leaving the batteries.

) ) S _ Sun:Fri., February 21 March 4 Region 9
There are also devices that will provide information ComputeiWorkshop Rallyat NTAC
inregards to what the Airstreamés atteries alr

ac_:tually doing. For example, t_he Trimetric 2025 Tye, March 1: Unit Lunch at South Lusylocated
will show the flow of energy in or out of your at US 290 & Brodie Lane

batteries in amps or watts. It costs about $180. The
Voltminder, costing about $30 will show voltage
leaving the bteries

If your present convér/charger goes out evhen
you need to replace your Airstream batteries, you
may wish to consider replacingour present
converter/charger with a muktage converter. The
replacement of the converter usually takes tkas
two-hour

Lod (.

Who said Airstreamers are a bunch of old fogeys?

d,
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Sunshine Report Kathryn Fischer Cynthia Hempel is recuperating from knee
surgery and is now doing physical therapy.

Bernie Los, one of our affiliate members, Dale Burger is taking treatments anddoing

suffered a minor stroke on Dec 23 while in Big good. _
Bend. He is now back in Michigan in Rehab doing ~ ©-R- Allenhas gone home from rehab and is

OT, PT, and speech therapy. Everyone is very doing well.
hopeful for him. Our best wishes to all.
*AUI AT A 3spohé@nBidIung kas not If you know of any other THLU members who

could use our support and prayers, please
let me know. Kathryn Fischer 512.784.0635
or e-mail fisch963@earthlink.net

gotten any laiger and there was no change. He
will go to Dallas on Feb 3 for biopsy so they can
determine what it is. Hope everything comes out
OK.

Braunig Lake RV Resort
13550 Donop Rd Rally Ready !
San Antonio, TX 78112

We are located about 11 miles from Downtown San Antonio, the
Alamo and, the famous River Walk. We have 221 Sites with full hookups, luxury furnisheg
cabins, wireless internet/satellit®, Lakeside Lodge Banquet Hall (large enough to
accommodate 300 guests with a full commercial kitchen just right for rallies), LP Gas, and a
dump station on grounds. Two laundry mats, paddleboats, horseshoes, shuffleboard, 5 a¢re
fishing lake, pool anddt tub. Great Rates. Come rally with us you will be glad you did!
Visit our websitewww.brauniglakervresort.com Toll free: 877633-3170

E-mail: info@brauniglakervresort.com Fax: 210633-0108

Scenes from 2010 Rallies z were you there?
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2010WBCCI InternationalRally at Gillette, WY




